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NOTE:

This pressreleasefocuses orAlta Maths for Schoolsi a fully adaptive, fully automated online e-
assessmergystemfor mathematics for schools followinghe Scottish5-14 MathematicsGuidelines
Its key features are:

1 detailed mapping to the B4 guidelines;

use of a wide range of adaptive question types which learners find enjoyable and challenging;

the linking of mathematics to the real world,;

automated marking and mediate feedback;

provision of reliable and valid outcomes;

instant replay and model answers;

high levels of learner engagement, motivation and autonomy;

learner and class profiles @frriculumcoverage, progress and achievement for teachers and learners.
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About Alta Maths in Scotland

Alta Maths for Schoollas been extensively trialleg Education Authorities in Scotlaathdhas beenery
positively evaluated in Scotlafy these authorities and by’ S. At least six tals are planned for 204.
TheWestern Isles Authority is alreadylling the system out to ats schools.T h e s ypsmagy mo s
purposes are to improve capability and achievement in mathematics and nusogpayAssessment is for

Learning and to raise standards

For more information contact:
Martin Montgomery 07738471364

martin.montgomery@alta-systems.co.uk

general.office@altasystems.co.uk

Visit our websitewww.alta-systems.com

For full press release and summary please read on

Alta Systems, Unit A, 2 Derryvolgie Avenue, Belfast BT9 6FL
Tel: 028 90 663122 Fax: 028 90 661833 email: info@alta-systems.com web: www.alta-systems.com
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Alta Maths for Schools - improving attainment in maths in Scotland

Press ReleaseéSummary Version
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Alta Maths for Schools gets best in class!

AThere is nothing that illthinkahatitidthdbesk e t o chan

way of doing maths. o

This wasthe comment made by an Alta user in P6 in Eastern Primary School in Dundee during the
evaluation by the Education AuthoritWhile Alta will not stop improving its productjswordsreflectthe
positivefindings ofthis andother evaluationsin 2006 LTScotland conducted an evaluation of Alta Maths

for Schools based on a survey of teachers and pupils using the system at that time. The results were very
positive teachers liked it, pupils lovedand both felt that it improved the quality of teachind earning.

This year three local authoritiesGlasgow, Dundee and West Lothiazonducted their own evaluations.

All were again extremely positive.

In the past year customised versions of Alta Maths for Schools have been rolled out in thel$lésstisie
of Man andn Northern Irelandvhere it is the recommended assessment tool of the recelatiynohed

Numeracy Strategy and is provided free of charge to all schools.

Alta Systems offeschoolsan innovative world class fully adaptive onlie eassessmerstystem for
Mathematics customised for the current Scottidd Blathematics Guidelines. The systierfully
automatedavith multi-instance items artths been updated to include even more relevant cofentent

will be remapped to meet ti@irriculumfor Excellencerequirements when implemented. It already meets

all the requirements dfssessment is for Learniagdhas real benefits for all users.

eSummary Ende
For full press release pleasead on
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Alta Maths for Schools gets best in class!

AThere is nothing that illthinkahatlitidthdbesk e t o c han
way of doing maths. o

Thiswas thecommenimade by ai\ita user in P6 in Eastern Primary School in Durdi#ing the

evaluatiorby the Education AuthorityWhile Alta will not stop improving its productjgwordsreflectthe
positivefindings ofthis andother evaluationsin 2006 LTScotlandconductedan evaluation highlighting

the effectiveness of Alta Maths for Schools: teasliound the system easy to use and were overwhelmingly
positive; learners found the system engaging, enjoyable and motivagizgnerdiked to beable to sel

assessnanagend improve their own learning.

This yearthree local authorities (Glasgpidundee and West Lothian) have evaluated Alta Maths for

Schools and have endorsed the LTS findings. One P7 teacher in Glasgow commented she liked:

ié t he f chitdten carhseetverytrdadily where thetrengths and

weaknessesareanddosomatly about it. 0O
Anotherteachestated it was:
AA very useful | earning and teaching / assessme

allows the pupil to be in charge of his or her own learning in a nethreatening and

enjoyable way 0
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In Dundee the Erners said:

Al | i ke using Alta because it is very simple
and what you are not good at, so you know wh
Al |i ke Alta because every time | got a ques

mehe right answer. o

Ae.it improved my maths knowl edge. 0
AThere was nothing that | didnét | i ke about
Al | i ked everything about Alta because it wa

An ICT Tutor commented:

Al b éat one of he main strengths for Alta maths is at the P7/S1 transition. | think
it will come in to its own whenB4 assessments are no makdta would allow for a

standardised assessment for pupils entering secondary education

| also feel thaits strengths lie in thenstant feedback to pupilsnforming them of their
own progress and encouraging them to become

Rolling out Alta Maths for Schools

In the past year customised versions of Alta MathSdébiools have beenlled out in the Western Isles, Isle
of Man and ifNorthern Irelandvhere it is the recommended assessment tool of the recelatiynohed
Numeracy Strateggnd is provided free of charge to all schodilseach jurisdiction fteparamount aim is

to raseattainment in Mathematics and Numeraéyta is confident it can help deliver sustained

improvement.

What makes Alta work?
Alta believesin combining informative assessmevith interesting and challenging midilhstance items to

engage and motivatedrners. The system is mapped tdbthd guidelinesnd provides automated marking
PTO
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and immediate feedback linked to replay and model ansWgnsvides €achers and pupils with formative
and diagnostic informatiomwhich enableslependable and compalesummative assessments and

meaningful discussion of progress and achievebeteen teacher and learner.

Learner and class profiles record automatiallyiculum coverage, progress and achieveraedipresent

the information iran easily accessibl@ed useful formatSee below.)

Example of a Learner Profile

This winning combination of critical featurlesds tancreased levels of engagement, motivaéind, most

importantly,autonomous learning.

Benefits for all

Alta Maths for Schoolgs aunique teaching and learning taahich provides educationallyoundinformation
for teachergnd learners. Learnetiemselve®ecome very involved ideveloping their mathematical
capabilityand cardo soat a pace which suits them. For teachers antspifa ticks all the boxes of

Assessment is for Learning
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